American firm that was so good as to hurry them into the notice of
the world. The object of this delicate attention was to flood the
market with copies of my book before it could be printed fmm the
( advanced sheets ' supplied to the authorized publishers, and thus
deprive the writer of the few pounds he might gain by two days'
priority of sale. Needless to say, it succeeded to a marked
extent. . ."
On June 3, 1890, Haggard sent a letter to a Chicago firm, repudiat-
ing its pirated edition of Beatrice, and asking that the book be with-
drawn from circulation, inasmuch as Haggard's approved text had
been so cut and altered as to do him serious injustice and perhaps
even endanger his literary reputation. These pirated editions were
very poorly and cheaply produced, and although large numbers
of copies were no doubt printed for the first issues, it is probably
safe to say that most of them have been destroyed.
Haggard's early romances were extremely popular, and provoked
a tremendous amount of discussion. It is not at all difficult to
understand why the numerous parodies, imitations, etc., of somo of
the early books should have sprung up in England and America.
Some of these were written by Andrew Lang , of others the author-
ship is doubtful. They bore such titles as He, It, Pa, Ma, Bess,
and King Solomon's Wives ; and were inevitably confused by somo
as having been written by Haggard. The following letter,*
addressed to Mr. Wilfred Partington, is illustrative of the confusion
which surrounds several pseudo-Haggard titles :
" 23rd April,  J 923
The Athensoum,
Pall Mall, London, S.W.I.
"Dear Sir,
" In reply to yours of the 20th, I think that the late
Mr, Falconer must have mixed up matters.
" I never wrote or collaborated in a book called The
Further Adventures of She. The book he was thinking of is
The, World's Desire, of which the MS. iri Lang's writing and
my own can be seen in the Castle Museum at Norwich.
" I believe that the work of which Mr. Partington [should
be, Mr. Falconer] wrote that Lang didn't ' think much'
was not Cleopatra, wlu'ch he liked well, but another story
that I never published because he did not care for the
draught of it which 1 shewed to him.
*    Quoted by courtesy of Mr. Hugh Walpole to whom Mr. Partington rave th&
letter.
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